“The Community of St. Matthias’ Episcopal Church flows Jesus Christ
loves and serves in His name,
and encourages others to join us in this journey.”

Service Schedule The Right Reverend J. Neil Alexander
Sunday 8:00am Holy Eucharist Bishop of the Diocese of Atlanta
Sunday 9:20 am Sunday School The Reverend James A. Clarke
Sunday 10:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Choi Supply Priest

OUR OFFERINGS

As | was doing my research on Epiphany, | foundetiing that just jumped
out at me which | would like to share.

- : = “The magi opened their treasure boxes
and laid their gifts at the Child’s feet - gold,
incense, myrrh. Gold fit for a king. Incense fit
for God. Myrrh, the fragrance of death, the oil of
burial...These were precious, costly gifts. Not
w4 leftovers or spare change. Something brought

their flight to Egypt...

We give gifts to each other at Christmas timamitation of the
Magi. One problem, though: the wise men didniteggifts to eact
other. They gave gifts to Jesus. They presented(Hot His mother %
Mary, nor Joseph, but Him)... y

Our offerings, those checks we write or that cashset in ar_
offering plate every week are our gold, incensetrmy Yes, they pay Doris
the bills and balance the budget. But they aréefofgs” - an act of  Loudermik
worship - not “contributions” or dues to keep ouembership in good
standing. Sacrificial, priestly thank offering&ifts of devotion and homage to the
King who conquered Death by dying on a cross...

God who is wonderful and gracious to not leaveiruslarkness, who has
reached out to us through others, and who readle® @thers through us, to make
known the great good news that this world has ayKvho is the Prince of Peace and
the Savior of the human race.

Bask in the glory of His light. Live as childrefithe light. Reflect His light
to this darkened world...

A blessed Epiphany to all of you.”

- Doris, Stewardship Committe&kcerpts from a sermon by the Rev. Cwirla’s Blohesg)

Pledge, Time, and Talent

5 lwe Fall Stewardship Campaign for 2010
Concludes Sunday, Novembé't 8




Lt. to Rt.: Pat Standard, Betty Plagens, CarmeneB|dDoris Loudermilk,
Kay Lovern, Dianne Jordan, Florence Gordon, Mildred Dillon, eoor.

FOOD PANTRY NEWS

October Highlights at the Pantry

This has been a busy month with more people ial.néa
example is a recent week when food was provided5for
individuals or 459 meals.

The Three Musketeers - Lee Geiger, Gary Donahnd, a

Lee Geiger, Gary Donahue,  Roger Duncan - helped with picking up a large oafefood at
and Roger Duncan

Brent Steele

the Food Bank in Cornelia.

Robin, Tory, and Lacy Dake spent a day voluntegainthe
pantry. It was busy and they helped in lots ofare

Bread was picked up twice. Gary Donahue, Breatlst
Luke Nicholson and Johnny Prickett made bread rms
Gainesville. ke

Stan Baldwin picked up the Thanksgiving hams and
. turkeys at the Food Bank in Cornelia.
Tory Dake, Robin Dake and We are thankful for the return of Norma Pointeteahip

Lacy Dake surgery and having Doug Russell back after an aleseWwe

look forward to having Wanda Russell back soon. miss
Brent Lovern and await his return once he has deale

Seventeen faithfully volunteer each month keepdbers
open from 10am-1pm four days a week. Thank youltelzo Johnny Prickett
help in any way with this outreach ministry whicénges our
neighbors.

Please keep those who go to bed hungry in yoyepsa

‘ Peace,

Norma Pointer Doug Russell Pat Standard

Stan Baldwin



THANKSGIVING & CELEBRATION

Here it is the first of November. We are “girdiup our loins” for the winter colder weather.
We are preparing to spend more time indoors. Wetnids more restrictive life with the
excitement of the holidays. It is a time for cellon. We celebrate the goodness of life. The
goodness of our families.

We also extend this celebration with our churchikam We begin with All
Saints Day, November®l We give thanks for all of our ancestors who were
faithful to God before and after Jesus, the Christe give thanks for the faithfu
who are present in our lives.

On Thanksgiving Day we give thanks for those whanfibed this wonderful The Rev. Jim
country in which we enjoy living. We rememberwaho have served in our armed ©1@e
services protecting our freedom on Veterans’ Dayyéinber 11, especially those who died and
are dying for this cause.

At this time we are “on the tiptoe of anticipatioatvaiting the revealing news of our new
parish leader. As the church year and calendar w&ad down there is excitement for the
dawning of a new year and a new time for God toe&dmus and lead us “ on the way” further
into his kingdom.

Our hope is high and our faith is strong. We krbat God will be with us.
| conclude with this prayer by Thomas Merton:

“My Lord God, | have no idea where | am going, | miat see the road ahead of me, | cannot
know for certain where it will end. Nor do | reaknow myself, and the fact that | think | am
following your will does not mean that | am actyatloing so. But | believe that the desire to
please you does in fact please you. And | hopavehhat desire in all that | am doing. | hope
that | will never do anything apart from that desirAnd | know that if | do this you will lead me
by the right road, though | may know nothing abibutTherefore, | will trust you always, though
I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of dehihill not fear, for you are ever with me, and
you will never leave me to face my perils alone.”

Jim+

THE CHAPEL CORNER

Sunday, October 25th was an exciting day fotdzén’s Chapel. We began by
making communion bread. We were allowed to cdreyliread and wine to the altar,
We found it special and honorable to be able toartak bread and for it to be used i
the service. After church, we went to the ClaryeO@enter to visit. We gave out cail
and bookmarks which we had made. As we gave eutdhds and bookmarks, we
sang a song to those we were able to visit. Itavasnderful day. ~Bill Loudermilk




Stewards Nov 1 Nov 8 Nov 15 Nov 22 Nov 29

All Saints’ Day Twenty-Third Sunday | Twenty-Fourth Sunday | Last Sunday after First Sunday
After Pentecost After Pentecost Pentecost Of Advent
8:00 Roc Dake Nancy Allen Mike McDonald Kelly McDonald oRDake
Lay Readers
10:30 Connie Gaines | Cynthia Brown Dave Standard Ted Taylor Brian Brewton
Lay Readers Janine Lyn Ted Taylor Pat Standard Stephanie Maley Robin Dake
Theo Bracewell Theo Bracewell
Acolytes Silver Team: Tommy Blue Team: Jaycee Gold Team: Tory Dake, | White Team: Josh | Silver Team: Tommy
Loudermilk, Brent Garland, Bill Alise Fuller, Allie Maley, Sean Maley,| Loudermilk, Brent
Steele, Bradley Loudermilk, Haley Struble, Kara Struble Maggie Smith, Steele, Bradley Steele
Steele, Lee Geiger | Moore, Savannah Sydney Craig Lee Geiger
Bourne, Gary Donahue
Ushers Jerry Rose Bill DeFoor Louis Bourne Ken Struble Scott Fuller
Frankie Rose Roger Duncan Lee Geiger Melanie Struble | Andy Fuller
Nursery Dianne Jordan Paige Carithers Jonda Wisotzke-| Jeanie Phillips Patty Geiger
Byargeon
Tellers Dianne Jordan | Connie Gaines Constance Wells Jimmy Brown Jerry Rose
Bill Routt Brian Brewton Jerry Rose Jeanie Phillips | Connie Gaines
Altar Guild Fay Hardman Angie Garland Beth Dunlap Barbara Baldwin Fay Hardman
Beth Dunlap Jonda Wizotske- Viki McDonald Beth Dunlap Beth Dunlap
Byargeon
Hospitality First Sunday Marvin Tabor Norma Pointer Dale Smith Rick Porter-
Lunch - Seniors | Dolly Tabor Lynne Smith Whitmire
Vestry - Betty Plagens Jerry Rose Dave Standard Marvin TaborCynthia Brown
Person of the Day
Eucharistic Connie Gaines Bill DeFoor Dave & Pat
Visitor Standard
Children’s Sydney, Kara, Tommy, Christian, | Jaycee, Kaylee, Bill, Jacob, Noah, Bill, Jaycee,
Chapel Lacy, Doris, Bradley, Pat, Aleshia Doris, Jeanie Seth, Kaylee,
Paige Pat, Aleshia Pat, Dave
November Birthdays and Anniversars
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8:00 Worship
8:45 Breakfast 10:00am
9:20 SS 6:30 am 5:30 pm Youth DOK Meeting
9:30 Choir Prayer Breakfast HANG-OUT Time Parish Hall
10:30 Worship/ 7:30 am
Children’s Chapel Hikers Depart (
1st Sunday
Lunch - Seniors
8:00 Worship
8:45 Breakfast 6:30 am 7:00 Choir 7PM
9:20 SS Prayer Breakfast SENIORS’
9:30 Choir 7:30 am Fellowshi

) . Hikers Depart p
10:30 Worship/ Hosted by
Children’s Chapel i
STEWARDSHIP 6PM Vestry Bgzzsirzgfn
CAMPAIGN ENDS
8:00 Worship
8:45 Breakfast 6:30 am 5:30 pm Youth r j 10am
9:20 SS Prayer Breakfast HANG-OUT Time ‘ Alzheimer's
9:30 Choir 7:30 am Support Group
10:30 Worship/ Hikers Depart ( 0o 1 Parish Hall
Children’s Chapel +2
Discretionary Fund 3
Offering
8:00 Worship
8:45 Breakfast 6:30 am
9:20 SS Prayer Breakfast

. 7:30 am
9:30 Choir . Hikers Depart A1 4 11 4
10:30 Worship/ % 5"# 6 % 5"# 6 % 5"# 6
Children’s Chapel 5 5 5
. First Sunday | | | AAMeets:

8:00 Worship * Mon - 8pm
8:45 Breakfast !
9:20 SS Lunch hosted *  Tues - 10am,
9:30 Choir

10:30 Worship/
Children’s Chapel

by the Senior

*  Thurs - 7pm, and

*  Fri- 8pm




Circle of Hope needs new or gently used houseltetds to furnish five apartments in Stephe
County for clients that are building new livest(lis needs below). They were founded in 1987
since that time they have been providing suppaitasafe haven for women fleeing dangerous
relationships.

Circle of Hope is a state certified family viotenshelters and offers a range of free and
confidential services including shelter, crisisemention, options-oriented counseling, referral

services, legal advocacy, support groups for woamgha program for children. A staffed 24 houf

hotline is maintained and safe shelter is offecedddmen forced from their homes by domestic
violence. Support groups, referrals and finanassistance are provided for medical, housing,
education and other social service needs. Theycalsduct a violence prevention program in the
schools.

In addition to your support we are asking for iyprtayers. Here is one | like:
Gracious God, like a mother hen you shelter us uyoler wings. Bring your truth and love into
homes where domestic violence has shattered tloe péaovide sustenance for the victims and
accountability for the abusers. Send wise andagmous friends who offer alternatives, and brin
your healing power into broken relationships. Mawyr church provide a haven of safety and pe
for the abused and reach out to support all wheestlre needs of the abused in our communities|
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen (from "Bregkihe Silence" by Anne O. Weatherholt).

A table is set up in the parish hall for your dbons. For larger items please contact Betty
Plagens, 706-779-7203, bwp205@hotmail.com or anyloee of the DOK to make arrangements
for pick up.

SUPPORTIVE HOUSING NEEDS LIST

Linens: Pillows, blankets, double mattress pads, doubkes&lspreads, double size shee
bath towels and washcloths, kitchen towels, shaueains.

Kitchen Items: Garbage bags, ziplocks (all sizes), aluminum fiddstic wrap, measuring
cups, dishes, glasses/cups, canisters, Tupperp@sand pans, can opener, hand mixer,
microwave, toaster oven, baking pans, silverware.

Cleaning Items: Dishwasher detergent, laundry detergent, dryegtshbleach, pine-sol,
toilet bowl cleaner, vacuum cleaner, brooms, mops.

Other Items: Gift certificates for household and departmentestpbatteries (all sizes), ala
clocks, light bulbs (40-60 watt), quality used fimne, washer and dryer, bedside lamps,
canned/non-perishable food, staples i.e. Coffeg stegar, cereal, etc.

Other ways you can help!Become a volunteer at Circle of Hope
FOR BATTERED WOMEN & THEIR CHILDREN
24 hour hotline: 706-776-4673

nd

nce

S,




THE EPIPHANY OF
OUR LORD

As we are beginning the work of puttin
together an Epiphany Pageant, | thought] i
would be nice for us to remember wh
Epiphany is all about.

O

What is Epiphany?

The Epiphany of our Lord is th¢
wonderful liturgical festival observed omf
January 6th. It is the oldest of the Christmas
festivals and originally the most important.

The word “Epiphany” comes from a Gregk
noun meaning “shining forth,”
“‘manifestation,” or “revelation.” The

EPIPHANY PLAY
CHILDREN’'S COSTUMES

Volunteers are needed

Material, patterns and instructions will

No animal

staffs, etc. Please

to sew new
costumes for the children’s Epiphany pl
Two costumes each if we get six volunteg¢rs

Y.

De

furnished. These would only be the garment:
themselves.
costumes will be needed. Lynn
Craig has volunteered to make
wings,
contact Lynne Smith at 706-
886-5141 (daytime) or email to
jlynnel@hotmail.com

Epiphany of our Lord is the Christian festiv
that celebrates the many ways through sigTw
miracles, and preaching that Jesus revedlg
Himself to the world as Christ, God Incarnatg,
and King of Kings.
The Festival of the Epiphany of our Lorg
originally commemorated three incidents tr;Eu
manifested the mission and divinity of Chri
the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12), th
baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11), and the
miracle at Cana (John 2:1-11). Nowadays
most liturgical churches emphasize the viit
of the Magi on January 6th and celebrdte
Christ’s baptism on the first Sunday after tihe
6th of January.
Epiphany Day itself commemorates tf
arrival of the Magi in Bethlehem to worshi
the Messiah and bring Him gifts of golc
frankincense, and myrrh (Matthew 2:1-12
Since the earliest days of the church, the
wise men have been considered to
representatives of all the peoples on the e
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but the Lord and Savior of all nations.
(Matthew 21151 coming to the house, they s
the child with his mother Mary, and th
bowed down and worshiped him. Then the)
opened their treasures and presented hy
with gifts of gold and of incense and
myrrh.) - Doris

SENIOR WARDEN REPORT

Does anybody really know what
time it is? That's not only a famous
Chicago song but a really good
question. Time for most of us is a
kind of countdown, “Only 55 days
until Christmas”, or “I get my
driver’s license in 3 weeks, 4 days
and 15 hours.” That kind of time is
call chronos. It refers to
chronological or sequential time.
Even though it seems to go faster o

Connie Gaines
Senior Warden
& Worship

slower depending on what we are doing, (or our)agq!

it Is a quantitative measurement.

The other kind of time is kairos, indicating thghi
or an opportune moment and has a very qualitative
nature. | have heard it referred to as God'’s time.

Our service time may be 8:00am or 10:30am, butj
our time in worship can shape us for our call ta@Go
service.

We will enter a new church year at the end of thig
month. The first season we will observe is Adv&vie
use Advent wreaths and calendars to mark the Epss
of the time. We often tend to make it a sort of
countdown to Christmas; it is far more than thaisT
is a time of waiting and preparation. We wait and
prepare to remember the birth of Christ, we wait an
prepare for Christ to enter our hearts, and we arait
prepare for Christ’s return.

Don't let the fast paced days of Advent keep you
from experiencing the timeless opportunities Goltl wi
provide.

Peace and Fear Not,
Connie

n




THE CHURCH MOUSE 2009 Vestry

Deuteronomy 18:7 Connie Gaines: Senior Warden & Worship

Cynthia Brown: Education & Youth
. Betty Plagens: Service (Outreach)
...stand there before Bill Jamieson: Parish Life (Hospitality)
Jehovah. Dave Standard: Junior Warden/Physical Plant
Doris Loudermilk: Pastoral Care
Jerry Rose: Treasurer
A wise man says we need to stand before thd Marvin Tabor: Stewardship
Big Man in silence to know His wishes. We | Robin Dake: Evangelism & Vestry Secretaty
mice are fidgety and nervous. This is hard. The
reason, he says, is if we refuse to do His
wishes....That is rebellion, or if we act for Him
before He tells us, that is presumption. Both are
sins. It is a privilege to wait in His pleasure.
TCM

Clergy Search Committee 2009
Mildred Dillon, Roger Duncan, Andy Fuller,
Brent Lovern, Stephanie Maley
Co-Chairpersons:

Betty Plagens and Dee DeFoor

St. Matthias’ Episcopal Church
995 East Tugalo Street
Toccoa, GA 30577



